SPRING 2022

Where Kids
Can Be Kids!
REFER A CHILD FOR CAMP
Kids Camp is provided free of charge and is open to any child in the
community even if their loved one didn’t utilize hospice services.
To refer a child, contact your local Foundation office or visit our website
at www.bristolhospicefoundationca.org/kids-camp to use our online
referral form. Referral forms may be submitted year-round.

CHANGE THE
LIFE OF A CHILD
See page 3

MOM’S AGREE:

2022

LET’S SPREAD THE WORD
ABOUT KIDS CAMP!
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Since 1993 Kids Camp has helped hundreds of children who
are grieving the death of someone they love. Although the camps
have been held for so many years, when we spoke with some
mom’s of our campers they all agreed more people need to know
about Kids Camp!

YOLA
Mom Yola sprang into action to help her two children when
they lost their brother. She made sure that she talked with them,
and she had them in counseling and therapy. Their counselor
recommended Bristol Hospice Foundation Kids Camp.
Yola had not heard of Kids Camp, and she didn’t know what
to expect, but she trusted the counselor’s advice. And she’s
happy she did.
“They loved it, and I liked that they offered the kids so many
activities with intention,” said Yola.
“Camp is a great experience for kids. It gives them time to
forget a little and relieve that stress and pent-up energy in other
ways. Kids Camp helps with the grieving process,” Yola added.
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Stacey didn’t know that her husband was gravely ill until a
week before his passing. She and her sons didn’t have time to
process it. There was no closure, no final conversation for Stacey
and her sons.
During that tough time, a friend who was a high school
guidance counselor recommended Kids Camp. And now Stacey
recommends Kids Camp too.
“More people need to know about and support
Kids Camp,” said Stacey.
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Bristol Hospice Foundation Kids Camp
provides children an opportunity to
connect with others who are grieving,
learn coping skills and enjoy traditional
camping activities, in an atmosphere
where both staff and campers
understand their special needs.

Camp information and referral forms are available
online at bristolhospicefoundationca.org/kids-camp
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“As a mom, it was good to let the
kids go so they can experience a fun
and care-free time with other kids who
have experienced a loss. It’s important
for them — well adults too — to
know they are not the only ones
who have gone through this
experience.”
Both boys have attended
camp a second time, and
they plan to attend camp
again.
“When they go to Kids
Camp, they let go. They can
escape everything and just
be a kid,” said Stacey.

The Foundation will be using guidance and COVID-19
protocols from the CDC and the American Camp
Association to provide the most supportive and
successful camp possible.

JESSICA
Jessica’s son, Anthony, has attended
Kids Camp three times.
The first year they learned about
camp from a school counselor.
“It was hard to let him go because
it was his first time away alone,” said
Jessica.
“The director, Cherie, did a Facebook
live. We could see the kids, and that
was reassuring. I was able to type a
hello message that Cherie passed on to
Anthony.”
The second year the family had
experienced another loss. Jessica was the
one who shared the camp information
this time; She encouraged her sister to
send her kids too.

Jessica’s freshman-age niece resisted,
especially when she learned that they
could not bring electronic devices. Her
nephew was just 10 and hadn’t had a
successful sleepover in the past, so they
were prepared for a call to come get him
that evening. But that didn’t happen. Her
nephew loved it. And her niece didn’t
even notice that she didn’t have her
phone.
Jessica said, “As a parent you might
be hesitant to send them to camp. Each
day something exciting is happening at
camp, and they are getting counseling at
the same time. They get to interact with
kids their age who have also experienced
a loss. It’s a great experience for kids.

More people need to know about this
resource.”

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
Please spread the word about
Kids Camp to grieving families, to
school and health counselors, and to
potential sponsors. Camp is provided
free of charge, thanks to our generous
sponsors.
To refer a child, contact your local
Foundation office or visit our website at
www.bristolhospicefoundationca.org/
kids-camp to use our online referral
form. Referral forms may be submitted
year-round.

BECOME A HERO
SPONSOR A CHILD
FOR KIDS CAMP

Sponsorships allow us to provide this amazing opportunity for young people
who have experienced the death of a loved one at NO COST to the family.
If you would like a sponsorship packet or if you know a company or individual who
would like to change the life of a child contact Cherie Shoemake at

(661) 716-8000 or via email at cherie.shoemake@bristolhospice.com.
Spring 2022 • The Hospice Journey
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The Foundation is truly touched by the generosity
shown during a very trying year
From our Bristol Hospice employees to our events sponsors, our corporate and individual donors,
and everyone in between, your generosity in 2021 was greatly appreciated.
Your support assisted us in continuing to fulfill our Mission to support patients, families and
members of our communities.
• We provided funding for 924 days of
hospice care for patients without insurance.
• Even with significant modifications made
to our 2021 Kids Camps due to COVID,
100 children were able to attend one of six
sessions.
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• Our outreach was expanded from eight
Central California offices to 19 offices
from Redding to San Diego.

RECURRING
DONATIONS

• The Foundation Board of Directors
continued its commitment to support
patients and families dealing with a
life-limiting illness by adding new or
expanding existing programs and services
commiserate with growing needs.

Become a recurring donor
using our secure donation
platform on our website’s
donate page.

• Our website and on-line donors systems
were updated to make it easier for
communities to support our Mission with
a more secure, easier to use experience and
an option to make re-occurring gifts with
flexibility to fit your giving preferences.

Thank you for your support

30TH ANNUAL

NEW!

GOLF

IN THE SUN
& UNDER
THE STARS

Scan the code above or go to the
website below to visit our donate page

bristolhospicefoundationca.org/donate

GOLF TOURNAMENT

TOURNAMENT
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
n
n

Stockdale Country Club | Bakersfield | 3:30 p.m.

Play 9 Holes in the Sun
Play 9 Holes Under the Stars with Glow Balls

n
n

Enjoy Dinner & Prize Drawings
$150 Entry Fee

PRESENTED BY

To register a team at bristolhospicefoundationca.org
For sponsorship opportunities, call (661) 716-8000.
Event date/details subject to change. Updates will be posted on our website and Facebook page.
Sponsorship & Registration Forms available at bristolhospicefoundationca.org
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THANK
YOU
TO OUR HOSTS, STREAMING
DONORS, VOLUNTEERS AND
THOSE WHO SUBMITTED
NAMES OF LOVED ONES

2021
VIRTUAL
CELEBRATION
HOSTS

Your help enabled us to brighten the lives of
community members across our California
locations. The uplifting Celebrations, held
virtually, offered inspirational music, personal
reflections, ceremonial reading of names and
the lighting of our Tree of Life adorned with
lights in memory of loved ones and friends.

Our Saviour’s
Lutheran Church

Saturday,
October 29
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

at the Bakersfield RV Resort
PRESENTED BY

5025 Wible Road, Bakersfield

Open to ALL Vehicles Including Motorcycles

100% of net proceeds benefit
Bristol Hospice Foundation of California

For event sponsorship, entry and vendor information, call the Foundation
office at (661) 716-8000, email cherie.shoemake@bristolhospice.com or
visit www.bristolhospicefoundationca.org.
Event date/details subject to change. Updates will be posted on our website and Facebook page.
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FOUNDATION
LOCATIONS
FOUNDATION OFFICE
1227 Chester Avenue
Bakersfield, CA 93301
(661) 716-8000

COMMUNITY OFFICES

Nonprofit Org.
US Postage

PAID
Bakersfield CA
Permit 873

MAIN OFFICE
1227 Chester Avenue
Bakersfield, CA 93301
(661) 716-8000
501(c)(3) tax ID #95-333-4909

Bakersfield
(661) 716-8000
Coachella Valley –
Rancho Mirage
(760) 338-0940
East Bay – Pleasanton
(510) 438-1600
Fresno
(559) 320-8000
Greater Los Angeles –
Lakewood
(562) 735-8687
Inland Empire – Riverside
(951) 446-0101
Inland Valley –
Rancho Cucamonga
(909) 505-1550

Bristol Hospice Foundation of CA ensures hospice care and programs are available
for all patients and families facing a life-limiting illness. Programs include hospice care
funding and Kids Camp for children who have experienced the death of a loved one.

Kern River Valley –
Lake Isabella
(760) 379-5038
Lancaster
(661) 674-3301
Merced
(209) 445-3990
Modesto
(209) 338-9000
Northern Los Angeles –
Glendale
(818) 862-2050
Orange County – Costa Mesa
(714) 627-5775
Redding
(530) 334-8555
Sacramento
(916) 794-2040
San Diego
(858) 294-0375

Bristol Hospice Foundation of CA Board of Directors 2022
President
Michele Cooper
San Joaquin Valley Mortgage

Board Members
Jim LaMar
Greenlawn Funeral Homes

Vice President
Kim Van De Venter
Kern Medical

Theresa Olson
Keller Wiliams Realty

Secretary
Jesse Soto
Kern River Holdings

Suzi Beaty
Fidelity National Home
Warranty

Treasurer
Shanna LeViner
Pro Safety and Rescue, Inc.

Kris Simpson
Komoto Pharmacy
Michele Herstad
Mistras Group

Simi Valley
(805) 270-5999
Stockton
(209) 670-8040
Visalia
(559) 334-5120
501(c)(3) tax ID #95-333-4909

Visit our new website!
www.bristolhospicefoundationca.org
MAKE DONATIONS | REGISTER FOR EVENTS
READ NEWSLETTERS | AND MORE!

Laronda Dillard-Smith
Kern Medical
Bethane Banks
Houchin Community Blood
Bank
Foundation Director
Cherie Shoemake
Foundation Assistant
Denise Boshers

